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SUBJECT: OPERATIVE PORTIONS 

1 . FIRST, IT IS AN ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLE OF INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW THAT INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS OF STATES 
MAY NOT BE IMPAIRED BY ANY DOMESTIC LAW INCONSISTENT 
WITH THOSE OBLIGATIONS. THUS, A PARTY TO A TREATY 

WHICH IS VALID UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW MAY NOT REPUDIATE 
ITS TREATY OBLIGATIONS UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW BY A 
JUDICIAL DECISION OR OTHER LEGAL ACT. 

2. SECOND, THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA HAS ADVISED US 

THAT THE SUPREME COURT OF JUSTICE DOES NOT HAVE COMPETENCE 
TO REVIEW THE VALIDITY OF TREATIES AS SUCH; THAT COURT 
HAS SPECIFICALLY DECLINED TO PASS UPON THE VALIDITY OF 
THE 1903 CONVENTION. THE PANAMANIAN COURTS APPARENTLY 
DO HAVE AUTHORITY TO REVIEW THE VALIDITY OF LAWS 
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APPROVING TREATIES FOR THE LIMITED PURPOSE OF PRO- 
TECTING PRIVATE RIGHTS UNDER DOMESTIC LAW. HOWEVER, THE 
COURT DOES NOT HAVE COMPETENCE TO PASS UPON THE OBLIGA- 
TIONS OF STATES UNDER TREATIES. THIS OPINION IS CONSIS- 
TENT WITH OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL JURIS- 
PRUDENCE GENERALLY APPLIED IN LATIN AMERICA ON THAT MATTER. 
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3. THUS, WE CONCLUDE THAT THE UNITED STATES CAN RELY 
ON THE RATIFICATION OF THE PROPOSED TREATIES BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA. VANCE 
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